OUR LADY OF THE ASSUMPTION & ST MEDDAN’S, TROON
- - THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD - -
4th January 2026
Parish Priest: Fr Willie Boyd 
Contact: 01292- 313541 or troon@gallowaydiocese.org.uk.  
                                                         Sunday Mass: 11.15am: Vigil 6pm (Sat) 
Sacrament of Reconciliation: After Saturday Vigil Mass
 Live stream: Our Masses are live streamed on YouTube at RCTroon (live)
Parish website: www.rcstmeddans.org.uk  
Bulletin notices by 10.30am Friday: bulletin.rcstmeddan@aol.com or in the post box at back of church

THIS WEEK IN THE CHURCH: Saturday - 6pm Vigil, Sunday -11.15am, Monday- 10am Mass, Tuesday-10am Funeral Mass Gerry McDonald, Thursday-10am Mass, Friday-10am Mass & 2.30pm Wedding of Francesca Edge and Paul Tracey, Saturday - 6pm Vigil Mass, Sunday -11.15am Mass
FEASTS THIS WEEK: Sun 11th – The Baptism of the Lord (A)
COLLECTIONS: Last week’s collection £715.22, Building fund £126.92, Christmas collections for SCIAF £1,061.30. Many thanks for your continued generosity.
ANNIVERSARIES: James & Margaret Bergin 
RECENTLY DECEASED: Gerry McDonald 
PRAYERS FOR THE SICK: John McLaughlin, Paul Crolla, Ruth Brown, Peter Brawley

A WORD OF THANKS: Many thanks to all those who worked so hard to make sure that the church looked magnificent and the liturgies could be conducted prayerfully at Christmas and many thanks for your kindness to me and the other priests who support the parish. Thank you, Fr. Willie
JUSTICE & PEACE COLLECTION: This Sunday is a Day of Prayer for Justice and Peace. At both Masses this weekend, there will be a special collection to support their ongoing work. 

BISHOP’S CHRISTMAS MESSAGE 2025
Dear Brothers and Sisters,
As we celebrate the great Feast of Christmas and also the end of our Jubilee Year, the word that unites both things is Hope, a hope that is not an aspiration, but a sure and certain thing rooted in the presence and love of God.  Pope Leo spoke of this in an Advent angelus address:
“Sisters and brothers, how much the world needs this hope!  Nothing is impossible to God.  Let us prepare ourselves for his Kingdom, let us welcome it.  The little child, Jesus of Nazareth, will lead us!  He who placed himself in our hands, from the night of his birth to the dark hour of his death on the cross, shines upon our history as the rising Sun.  A new day has begun let us arise and walk in his light!”
The message the angels give the shepherds is the same message they bring to us: Today a Saviour has been born to us; he is Christ the Lord.  As I wish you and your families a happy and holy Christmas, let our prayer be that the Light of Christ will dispel the darkness of hurt and despair in those who are struggling, and that the hope that only Christ can bring will be felt in the hearts of all people.  -Bishop Frank Dougan

CRIB DONATIONS - ST MARGARET’S ADOPTION SOCIETY- The crib is now on the altar steps. Please feel free to visit.  All donations from the crib will be forwarded to St Margaret’s to continue their work supporting children and families through adoption, fostering and lifelong care.
RCIA: The next meeting is this Monday 5th at 7pm in the hall.
PRAYING WITH SCRIPTURE: The groups will resume this week – Wednesday, 7th Jan, 2pm in the Church House; Wednesday, 7pm in the Hall; and Thursday, 8th, 10.30am in the Hall. The Sunday evening group will meet at the end of the month.
TEAS/COFFEE: Please note -Teas / Coffee will be available in the hall this week after Mass this Sunday
YOUTH MUSIC & LITURGY GROUP: We are looking for readers, singers and musicians (P6 - S6). Email Hans and Philippa hansandphil@icloud.com if interested.
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1]CHURCH GARDENS: Volunteer Help Needed: How Can You Help? Would you, your family or group of friends be willing to look after a small, designated area of the garden, at a time convenient to you? Please contact Gerard Smith at  bulletin.rcstmeddan@aol.com .Thank you for helping keep our church garden beautiful and welcoming for all!
HCPT GROUP 138: The group would like to thank all who attended, donated prizes, bought raffle tickets and supported their recent Christmas Ceilidh. The event raised an amazing £2000 (including a very generous donation of £100 from parishioners who wish to remain anonymous) which covers the cost of one child’s fare to Lourdes and an afternoon activity for all the children. Heartfelt thanks to all! 
PARISH FAMILY CHRISTMAS TREE: This is the last week to bring a bauble or small decoration from your home and hang it on the parish tree at the back of the church. Please add your bauble with a tag or family name written on it. These will be stored and brought out each year as part of our tradition. 
SMALLS FOR ALL is a charity that collects pants for people in need in Africa and the UK. They believe dignity matters. If you would like to support Smalls for All there
is a box at the back of the church. With thanks, Gail 
GALLOWAY YOUTH: POST-CHRISTMAS EVENTS 
DIOCESAN YOUTH CHRISTMAS GATHERING: Join with Youth (P6-S4) from across the Diocese as they celebrate Christmas at St Joseph’s, Kilmarnock, on Sat10th Jan from 11am– 4pm. Pizza, sweets and fun! The day is completely free of charge, just sign up online 
DIOCESAN YOUNG ADULTS CHRISTMAS DINNER: Celebrate Christmas with Young Adults (S5-30) from across the Diocese over Christmas Dinner on Sun 11th Jan at 3.30pm in St Joseph’s Kilmarnock. All welcome, the meal is free of charge – just sign up online. For both events - Go to https://youth.rcdg.org.uk Click on ‘youth’ to sign up. 
HOSPITAL CHAPLAINCY: For Crosshouse, contact Fr. Stephen (01563 521832) and for Ayr Hospital Contact Fr. Benjamin (01655 882145) For emergencies, please ask the Hospital staff to page the ‘priest on call.


